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Preface 
The 7th International Conference on Rewriting Techniques and Applications (RTA- 
96) was one of the conferences participating in the 1996 Federated Logic Conference 
(FLoC) held in New Brunswick, NJ, USA. 
Term rewriting is one of the major logical concepts we use for modelling com- 
putation by deduction. The themes of the RTA-96 programme included the analysis 
of term rewriting systems, string and graph rewriting, rewrite-based theorem proving, 
higher-order rewriting, unification, and symbolic and algebraic computation. 
Some of the highlights of the 1996 programme and hence of this special volume 
are the answers to two longstanding open problems. Manfred Schmidt-Schaul3 has 
proved the decidability of distributive unification, while Ralf Treinen has shown that 
the elementary theory of one-step rewriting is undecidable. 
Out of the 84 papers submitted to RTA-96, 28 regular papers (and six system de- 
scriptions) were accepted while seven papers were invited for this issue and have been 
refereed according to the usual standards. These include the two papers mentioned be- 
fore and a written version (by Madlener and Reinert) of Klaus Madlener’s invited talk. 
Deepak Kapur also delivered an invited talk at the conference. 
I am grateful to the referees who helped to improve the papers through their con- 
structive criticism. I also thank Ellen Fries for her help in organising the conference 
programme and the refereeing of the papers for this volume. 
Harald Ganzinger 
Guest Editor 
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